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InDesign—Creating a Crossover Spread

New InDesign Document

This guide shows you how to compensate for the side glue in a perfect bound project with a crossover
image either on the Inside Front Cover (IFC) and 1st Page or the last page and Inside Back Cover (IBC).

Create a new InDesign document (File > New > Document) with 3 Facing Pages based on the final trim size, which
may be different than the example below.

Open the Pages panel (Window > Pages) and choose Allow Document Pages to Shuffle from the Pages panel
menu to deselect it.
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Inside Front Cover 1st Page

Document Trim Size Inside Margin (Side Glue Allowance)
Build your document to the final trim size. .3125 inches

Live Area

Indicated by a gray rectangle in this example,
must be a minimum of an ¥&" (125 in) inside
the trim, including Page Numbers.

Bleed 10.875in
Images and backgrounds intended to extend
to the edge of the page must be extended an
Y8" (125 in) beyond trim.
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Placing an image, then copying it to another layer

Place your image into one frame that covers both the IFC and the 1st page or the last page and IBC.
Open the Layers Panel (Window > Layers) and name the layer with your image 1st Page.
Create a New Layer for the IFC.

Select the image on the 1st page layer, then hold down the Option Key (macOS) or Alt Key (Windows) as you drag
the colored dot on the right side of the 1st Page Layer to the IFC Layer to copy the image to that layer.
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Pages: 1-2, 2 Layers

Inside Front Cover 1st Page

Note: Crossover Image placed in one frame that covers both the IFC and 1st Page.
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Use the Direct Select tool to select the

Inside Front Cover

image (not the Frame) and move it
1875 inches to the left.
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Pages: 2-3, 2 Layers

Image Frame

Use the Direct Select tool to select the

1st Page

image (not the Frame) and move it
1875 inches to the right.
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After adjusting the images, you will notice they no longer line-up perfectly. This is expected and it’s due
to compensating for the side glue. Also, make sure to check you still have 125 inch margins.

Exporting PDFs

You are now ready to Export the Inside Front Cover and st Page as separate PDFs using our
PDF Export Settings (Walsworth_PDF Preset_7.21.20)

IFC.pdf 1st Page.pdf
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